>

Amencan Flshmg Tour Region 4 Champ10nsh1p Flshes

he American Bass

Anglers, Inc, "American

Fishing Tour" will con-

verge on Henderson
Harbor in September, bringing
500 anglers from 13 northeast-
ern states to this fishing hotspot.
The Region 4 Championship
Tournament will run Sept. 8th
through the 15th. Practice days
will be Saturday through Thurs-
day, with the two-day champi-
onship scheduled for Friday and
Saturday. The American Fishing
Tour is dedicated to the non-pro-
fessional weekend bass angler;
and if you too are a weekend bass
chaser, it's not too late to get in
on the fun,

Based on a full field of 500
anglers, the first place winner
receives $10,000, with a potential
for a $5,000 bonus if they're fish-
ing out of a Mercury-powered Tri-
ton boat. All competitors at the
championship will be entered in
a random drawing for a Triton
TR186 bass boat valued at $30,000
with a Mercury motor, Lowrance
electronics and MotorGuide
trolling motor. The top 50 anglers
from this event will qualify for the
National Championship tourna-
ment scheduled for November 4
to 11; the location will be
announced in June.

The American Fishing Tour
has 106 divisions offering over
1,000 tournaments nationwide
annually. Two of the divisions in
Region 4 are in NY and offer non-
conflicting tournament sched-
ules on bodies of water across the
state from June to August. These

one-day tournaments provide
part-time anglers many options
for competitive fishing through-
out the summer. The New York
Northwest Division 4 is based out
of the Rochester area and the
New York Thousand Islands Divi-
sion 124 is based out of the Water-
town area.

Anglers are guaranteed to use
their own boat and sometimes
may end up fishing alone when
there is a shortage of non-hoaters.
Competitors are on an eight-hour
clock and the heaviest legal limit
of bass wins. Prize money is
awarded based on the number of
$70 entries and the angler's place
of finish. Anglers may fish as few
or as many tournaments in either
division's schedule as they wish,
However to qualify for the region-
al championship, anglers must
have competed in a combined
total of four of the one-day tour-
naments and one two-day divi-
sional tournament from any
Region 4 division.

Anglers earn points based on
their place of finish in each
tournament and at the comple-
tion of the divisional two-day
tournaments, the top 500 point-
holders in the region are eligi-
ble to fish the regional tourna-
ment in Henderson.

Anglers interested in fishing
local American Fishing Tour tour-
naments may contact Division 4
Director Mark Mothersell at
(5685) 303-3602, bassingd8@ fron-
tiernet.net, or www. upstateny-
bassanglers.com; or the Division
124 Director, Burnie Haney

at (315) 786-8897, bhaney@
tweny.rr.com, or on the web at
www.aba-district124.com.

Inc. is a national organization
that started in 1975 with the idea
of giving military personnel a pro-
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AVAILABLE AT
THESE DEALERS:

NEW YORK

ALL SEASONS SPORTS

3733 STATE RT13

PULASKI ..ovvvrirensinsirines (315) 298-6433
B&E FISHING TACKLE

6275 DEAN PARKWAY

ONTARIO ..o (585) 265-0416
CAPTAIN'S COVE

14339 ROOSEVELT HWY

WATERPORT ....covvverine (585) 682-3316
FAT NANCYS

3750 STATE RTE 13

PULASKI c.ovvivsiinneniiinns 315-298-6357

FISH307.COM

571 STATE ROUTE 9

LAKE GEORGE ............. (518) 798-9203
FOX HOLLOW SALMON RIVER LODGE

2740 START

ALTMAR ..o (315) 298-2876

HENCHEN MARINA
13442 County Rle 123 Box 36
HENDERSON HARBOR............ (315) 838-5313

NARBYS SUPERETTE & TACKLE
1292 OAK ORCHARD RD.

Y .. (585) 682-4624

SCREWY LOUIES

596 MAIN STREET

FAIR HAVEN oot (315) 947-6348
THOUSAND ISLAND BAIT

ROUTE 12

ALEXANDRIA BAY ....vvvoeee.. (315) 482-9903
WOODYS TACKLE & GENERAL STORE

7402 STATE RO

PULASKI covveoesoresooosrree (315) 298-2378

OHIO

HI-WAY BAIT & TACKLE
7012 State Route 163 £

Marblehead.................. (419) 734-7147
SNUG HARBOR SPORTS

1021 Broad Street

Conneaut ......iiieenn. (440) 593-3755

PENNSYLVANIA

FISHUSA {onlme fishusa.com)

901 W 12TH

ERIE ....oooeiviiiiiinnienenns (814) 459-7800
POOR RICHARDS

6821 WEST LAKE ROAD

FAIRVIEW...........oervvunnn (814) 474-5623

BASS PRO SHOPS

All Retail Locations and Online
http://www.basspro.com

CABELA’S

All Retail Locations and Online
http://www.cabelas.com

GANDER MOUNTAIN

All Retail Locations
http://'www.gandermountain.com
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Fish the line that top guides prefer!

“Thanks to GAMMA, we'’ve added several

trophies to our collection.

Using

GAMMA'’s Fluorocarbon line on our lead
core, diver, and copper line rods has
resulted in larger fish and directly

contributed to our success.

Thanks for

the wonderful fishing tool, GAMMA.”

- Captain Dave Engel
GAMMA Pro Staff

Best Chance Too Sport Fishing Team

Sugatuck, Ml

GAMMA lines are unlike all other lines because

they are the only copolymer and 1

» fluorocarbon

lines "Processed” with GAMMA's exclusive Nano-

Technology to provide lines that cas

provide greater sensitivity, and enable the angler

to hookup and land larger world class fish.

M ' LECULARLY ALTERED LINES
" ARE SUPERIOR AND OFFER:

¢ Highest strength-to-diameter

¢ Highest knot strength-to-diameter

* Maximum shock resistance
* Highest abrasion resistance
¢ Maximum suppleness

¢ Minimal coill memory

Gamma Technologies

Pittsburgh, PA

oo

ﬂw%

www.gammafishing.com
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Henderson:

gram that provided tournament
bass fishing opportunities by
scheduling close to home events
with a reasonable entry fee.

The organization now wel-
comes all anglers, and it's about
a50-b0 split between military and
civilians. Non-boaters are always
welcome and are paired with
boaters through a random draw at
the morning tournament launch.

In January 2000 Morris Shee-

han, a long-time member and
1977 Angler of the Year, pur-
chased the tournament trail and
formed American Bass Anglers,
Inc. Sheehan established his
headquarters in Athens, Alaba-
ma to manage day-to-day opera-
tions and hired David Hagood as
vice president.

In2007, Sheehan purchased the
operational rights to the
ESPN/BASS Weekend Series tour-
nament trail and he formed two
new trails under the ABA banner.
Today the organization hosts four
distinct tournament trails: the

‘Bassmaster Weekend Series, the

American Fishing Tour, the Ameri-
can Couples Tour, and the Grand
Slam Tour.

Local sponsors for the Hender-
son Harbor event include Deal-
maker Auto Group, Town of Hen-
derson, Rhodes Greenhouses,
Aspinwall Motel, Rent-a-Wreck,
The Sunset, Henchen Marina and

. Fishing Camp, Willoughby's On

the Bay, Bill Saiff's Westview
Lodge, Ryan's Lookout, Lake
Ontario Fishing Coalition, The Gill
House Inn, The Willows on the
Lake RV Resort, Barb Rendell,

Fort Drum Morale Welfare &
Recreation , 1,000 Islands Bait
Store, and Lake Ontario Mariner's
Marina. National ABA sponsors
are Triton Boats, Mercury Motors,
MotorGuide, Ardent Reels, Royal
Purple, Gander Mountain,
Lowrance, Anglers Advantage
Insurance, Hi-Seas Line, Airrus
Rods, Fishing Hot Spots Maps, V &
M baits, PROBASS Networks,
Rejuvenade, Keep Alive, and Re-
Action Systems.

For more information about
competitive bass fishing, go to
www.americanbassanglers.com.
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